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Melioidosis killed nearly as many people last year, as measles.
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On Monday, January 11th, the scientific journal Nature published an article in their microbiology section regarding melioidosis, an
infection that can kill people and animals within 48 hours of the onset of symptoms. The bacteria that causes melioidosis,
burkholderia pseudomallei, is resistant to most common antibiotics and being misdiagnosed and treated with the wrong antibiotic
increases the chance of death from the infection by 70%.
Also called Whitmore’s disease, Melioidosis begins with symptoms of a wide range of more common infections, such as fever,
cough, fatigue and abscesses, leading to the unfortunate misdiagnosis statistics, but it can quickly progress to kidney and other
organ failures. There isn’t a quick way to test for the bacteria and no vaccination is currently available.
Burkholderia pseudomallei can live in soil or water in tropical areas. In fact, it is so resilient and durable that in a study it has been
found to be able to exist in distilled water, completely without sustenance, for over a decade. In order thought that in order
contract meliodosis, the bacteria must enter through a cut or sore on the skin, be consumed through drinking water, or, in rare
cases, inhaled if it has become airborne as a result of extreme weather events such as a tornado or tsunami. Many animals can
also become ill from this infection, such as sheep, pigs, goats, cattle, horses, cats and dogs.
This infectious disease is not common in North America. In fact, it has never been found to exist in nature in the U.S. of its own
accord. There was that time when researchers in Louisiana had a sample escape containment, most likely on the clothing of a
researcher. Sadly, two primates in the lab were infected before it was contained, but the area outside the lab didn’t become
contaminated. It is thought, but has not been proven, that b. pseudomallei may be able to exist in places with a subtropical
climate like Louisiana or Florida. At this point, take heart that this nasty germ has not been confirmed to exist in any American’s
back yard.
Melioidosis is endemic in places such as South and Southeast Asia, Africa, Mexico, South America, and Northern Australia. Due
to testing limitations and the lack of medical services in remote and impoverished countries, the authors of the abovementioned article in Nature, “Predicted global distribution of Burkholderia pseudomallei and burden of melioidosis”, intuit that
this infection is underreported and may be endemic in areas where it is rarely or never diagnosed. The estimate of 89,000
deaths in 2015 is a conservative number, making deaths from this disease as common as the measles.
Those with underlying conditions such as respiratory ailments, immune system problems, diabetes or kidney disease are more
likely to die from melioidosis. Despite the gloomy outlook for those infected, many people do survive. The almost 90,000 who
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died last year of melioidosis were out of approximately 165,000 estimated infections. Survival rates depend upon proper
treatment, as the death rate in Australia is 1 in 10 infections, while the rate is far higher in undeveloped countries. Many cases
could be avoided completely if residents of low to middle-income countries were instructed on prevention practices, as the
article in Nature is urging all nations to do.

Facebook Comments
0 Comments

Sort by Oldest

Add a comment...

Facebook Comments Plugin

Nancy Jobes
Nancy Jobes has been a professional freelance writer and editor since 1997. Every day is a chance to learn
something new.
More articles by Nancy Jobes

Share this article:
Facebook

4

Twitter

0

Google+

1

LinkedIn

2

Tags assigned to this article:

health

science

Related Articles

Parenting

3 weeks ago

Fitness

4 weeks ago

Play Music For Me
Momma – Sweet Sounds
For The Unborn

Oh! My Aching Back! –
How To Avoid Winter Back
Injuries

Creating a nurturing uterine
environment enriched with love,
laughter, language, and music is
an ideal way for expectant
mother’s to

As record amounts of snowfall
blanket the Midwest, back
injuries incurred while removing
snow from sidewalks and
driveways is sending

LATESTS NEWS

When it comes to the food and

Vegan Online Dating Sites
For Plant-Based Singles
Vegan online dating sites –
helping you find your vegan
Valentine. The overabundance of
online dating sites is an Internet

February 3

Are You a Writer?

CONNECT WITH US
Newsaratti

Earn Money While Working
From Home. Job Search
Made Easy, Try it Now!

Home Furnishings for Vegans: Be Kind
In Your Home
Vegan Home Furnishings? Vegan home
furnishings? Vegans
read more

3 weeks ago

VIEW MORE

Coffee: Third Wave Coffee and Rise of
the Local Roastery
read more

Life

1,173 likes

Liked

Share

You like this

February 3

© 2016 Copyright Newsaratti. All Rights reserved.

http://newsaratti.com/melioidosisinfectionkillednearly90000people2015

2/3

2/3/2016

Melioidosis: The Infection That Killed Nearly 90,000 People in 2015 | Newsaratti

© 2016 Copyright Newsaratti. All Rights reserved.
Designed by LACD

http://newsaratti.com/melioidosisinfectionkillednearly90000people2015

3/3

